


CONSTÂNCIO VAZ GUIMARÃES 

A lawyer and decathlete, Guimarães finished 5th in the 400m hurdles at the Berlin Olympics, in 1936. He was 
president of the Brazilian Olympic Committee (COB) for many years and, in 1968, the Government of the State 
of São Paulo paid him the tribute of giving his name to the “Constâncio Vaz Guimarães” Sports Complex (CVG). 

This Complex was inaugurated on 25 January 1957 and it is a multi-sport complex made up of four main units:

a)	 Mauro Pinheiro Gymnasium: known as 
the multisports gymnasium, was inaugurated on 21 
August 1982, and has a capacity for 3,000 people;

b)	 Ícaro de Castro Mello Stadium: inaugurated 
in 1974. The original project was to build a 
velodrome, but it ended up being transformed into 
an athletics stadium, with a capacity for 13.000 
people, which has already staged large shows and 
football matches. Nowadays, it is considered a 
center of athletics excellence in São Paulo, with 
one of the most modern tracks in the world and 
it hosts important events in the athletics calendar.

c)	 Caio Pompeu de Toledo Water Sports 
Complex: inaugurated in 1968, with a capacity for 
5,600 people. It consists of an Olympic swimming 
pool, a diving pool and four smaller learners’ pools.

d)	 Geraldo José de Almeida 
Gymnasium (Ibirapuera Gymnasium): 
	Geraldo José de Almeida was a top broadcaster 
and sports commentator on Brazilian radio and 
television. From 1954 to 1966, he commentated 
on all the World Cups over the radio, but it 
was 1970 and the Mexico World Cup that 
was the highlight of his career, repeating his 
performance during the Germany World Cup in 
1974. He also participated in the broadcasting 
of the Montreal Olympic Games, in 1976.

The Gymnasium, which bears his name, is 
better known as the “Ibirapuera Gymnasium” 
and is considered to be the main sports arena 
in the country. Nowadays, it has a capacity 
of 11,000, but has, in the past, received 
crowds of over 20,000. It was designed by 

the architect Ícaro de Castro Mello, as part of the celebrations to commemorate the 400th Anniversary 
of the founding of São Paulo in 1954. It was, however, only inaugurated on 25 January 1957.

During these 49 years, the Gymnasium has become a landmark in São Paulo, both for its architectural 
aspects, and for its hosting of the most important and varied range of sporting and cultural 
events for several generations of Brazilians and foreigners. The latest most relevant events are:



* Volleyball World League 
One of the main volleyball championships in the world, bringing 
together teams from various countries, such as: Cuba, the United 
States, Japan and Italy, amongst others. In 2003, the Brazilian team 
guaranteed first place in Group B, by beating Germany by 3 sets to 
0 in the Ibirapuera Gymnasium. The following year, the team beat 
Spain in both games: 3 – 1 and 3 - 0. In 2005, Brazil faced Japan; and 
once again won its two games, both 3 x 0. For all of these matches, 
the 11,000 places in the Ibirapuera Gymnasium were sold out.

* International Boxing Challenge – Popó’s Fight
In 2004, Arcelino “Popó” de Freitas drove the crowd at the Ibirapuera Gymnasium wild, when he beat the 
Argentinean, Fernando Saucedo, by a unanimous decision. This was Popó’s first fight in Brazil since 2001 and 
the first he had won on points in the country.

* Gymnastics World Cup
In 2005, the Ibirapuera Gymnasium hosted Olympic gymnastics 
stars from all over the world. The Chinese did very well in this 
stage, taking three medals home with them, whereas the Brazilians, 
Camila Comin and Ana Paula Rodrigues finished in sixth and 
seventh places respectively. The World Cup also featured the stars 
Laís Souza and Daiane dos Santos who, in spite of problems with 
the sound at the end of her solo presentation, accompanied the 
rhythm of the tune “Brasileirinho” to the sound of the clapping 
of the audience, who were thrilled when she won the gold medal. 

* International Tennis Challenge
Also in 2004, the Ibirapuera Gymnasium hosted one of the largest tennis events in the world. Important 
names in the sport, such as the Brazilians Gustavo Kuerten (Guga), Flávio Saretta, André Sá and the 
Argentineans Gastón Gáudio and Marino Zabaleta drove the crowd wild in every match they played.

* IBSA Pan-American Games 
The Vaz Guimarães Complex was also the stage for the 6th IBSA Pan-
American Games, which brought together teams from several countries, 
such as: the United States, Canada, Chile, Peru and Argentina, amongst 
others, made up of athletes with visual deficiencies. Competitions 
were held in sports: Athletics, Goalball, Judo and Swimming, 
where the Brazilian team did very well. The IBSA Pan-American 
Games are considered to be the largest sporting event in America. 

* Ultimate Fighting
Show Fight III (Ultimate Fighting), which took place in 2005 in the Ibirapuera Gymnasium, 
offered, as its main course, the fight between Jorge Patino Macaco (Chute Boxe) and Gabriel 
Vella (Gracie SP). More than 6,000 people watched Macaco knock Vella out, in the first round.



 

* Brazilian Para-Olympic Games
In 2004, the Vaz Guimarães Sports Complex staged one of the 
largest events held in Brazil for people with special needs: the Para-
Olympic Games, which guaranteed places in Athens. 15 sports 
were involved, where Brazil had already managed 97 spaces in 
12 of them. São Paulo had been chosen to host the Brazilian Para-
Olympic Games because of its easy access for those coming from 

elsewhere and the sporting infra-structure provided by the various complexes spread throughout the city.

* Brazilian Women’s Junior Interclub Basketball Championship
In 2004, the Ibirapuera Gymnasium hosted the 11 teams that had been invited to dispute the Brazilian 
Women’s Junior Interclub Basketball Championship. The teams from São Paulo were considered the best in 
the championship, with the teams from Maranhão, Americana, Joinville, amongst others, also performing well.

* World Skateboarding Circuit 
The Ibirapuera Gymnasium revealed, in 2005, the supremacy of 
Brazilian skateboarders during the Brazilian stage of the World 
Skateboarding Circuit. In front of packed stands , Bob Burnquist, 
Rodrigo Meneses (Digo) and Sandro Dias (Mineirinho) drove the 
crowd wild by taking the first three places resulting in an entirely 
Brazilian podium, which raised the profile of the country in the 
world.

* Roberto Carlos Show 
It was in the Ibirapuera Gymnasium in 2004, in front of a packed audience, that King Roberto Carlos declared his 
everlasting love for his late wife, Maria Rita, and the city of São Paulo, her home town. The Show, which started in the 
same way as his “Endless Love” tour, was put on by the Globo Network to commemorate the city’s 450th Anniversary.

* Child Hope (Criança Esperança)
This Campaign sponsored by TV Globo in partnership with 
UNESCO – The United Nations Educational, Scientific and 
Cultural Organization has, over the last 20 years already raised 
funds of R$ 159 million, which have been fully invested in 
Brazil in over 4,800 supported projects, to the benefit of over 3 
million children and adolescents all over the country. The event, 
which has, since 2003 attracted a crowd of over 15,000 people 
to the Ibirapuera Gymnasium, has contributed to reducing the 
infant mortality rate; eradicating child labor; guaranteeing the 
rights of all children; integrating young people with special 
needs; as well as improving basic education and healthcare. 
Since 2004, as a result of the event’s success in terms of 
audience and fundraising, it has been held over two days. 


